OUR AMBASSADOR KING

whose unending quest is to show their readers what the
Prince is " really like/* cannot do better than print a
verbatim report of some of his speeches. Something of
his personality is almost invariably reflected in them,
even on the most formal occasions. His considered
opinions, his outlook, his reforming ideas, his energetic
spirit, his loyalty, all these can be caught in reading the
more outstanding of his speeches.

Ordinary people who go about their daily business in
an ordinary way, are always curious to learn what famous
people are " really like." (The very fact that the two
words must be enclosed in quotation marks gives some
indication of the strain which is put upon them by the
intensity of this contemporary quest. A new word is
wanted. For the quest is being pursued in every branch
of life. In literature, for example, it is clearly apparent
in the biographical inquests which are being held on the
characters of all the famous figures of history, and especi-
ally of more recent history. Exposures occur almost
weekly. Then, these in turn are contradicted and a wholly
new valuation is made. Until at length we begin to
wonder if we shall ever know what these famous ones
were cc really like," and, indeed, if we shall ever know
what our famous contemporaries, what our closest
friends, what we ourselves are really like.) It is this
curiosity among ordinary people that present-day
journalism has set out to exploit. The exploitation has
gone so far that the supply of available facts is hopelessly
inadequate. To meet the demand, invention and fantasy
are freely drawn upon.

Sooner or later the next stage will be a general disgust
among these ordinary readers. It is for this reason that
Newspaper Street should establish the rule suggested
above^ namely to mention no members of the Royal
Family in any feature which can be described as gossip.
Already the harm done by such features is incalculable.
If they do not actually account for, at least they encourage
the acrimonious contempt fo* Society, ia its restricted
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